
SB 208 proposed to abol-

ish the death penalty in 

the State of Kansas after 

July 1, 2009.  For indi-

viduals sentenced to 

death before July 1, 2009 

the penalty would still 

apply. 

After three hours of de-

bate on Monday, March 

16, the Senate, by voice 

vote, sent the bill back to 

the Judiciary Committee 

for further work. 

Death Penalty 

Update  
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S C R  1 6 1 1   i s 

a  Constitutional Amend-

ment concerning individ-

ual right to bear arms and 

was recently heard and 

worked in Senate Judici-

ary Committee.  This 

amendment clarifies that 

a person has the right to 

keep and bear arms for 

the purpose of defending 

self, family, home and 

state, and for lawful hunt-

ing, and recreation use 

and any other lawful pur-

pose.    A recent ruling by 

the US Supreme Court 

determined that our 

2nd  Amendment Rights 

apply to individu-

als.   Language in the 

Kansas Constitution re-

fers to ñ the peopleò and 

has been interpreted as a 

ñcollective rightò ..   SCR 

1611 simply insures and 

clarifies our INDIVID-

UAL RIGHTS to keep 

and bear arms.   I voted 

YES to move the amend-

ment out of committee 

and onto the Senate Floor 

for a full vote.   

Right to Bear 

Arms 

Mental Illness  

Disqualifications  

SCR 1605 , a Constitu-

tional Amendment that 

would delete mental ill-

ness disqualifications for 

voting, was also heard 

and worked in Senate Ju-

diciary this week.   I be-

lieve that the right to vote 

is the most fundamental 

of all political rights and 

must be upheld.  This 

SCR would have passed 

through committee this 

year however there was 

c oncern  over  t he 

ñexplanatory state-

mentò  which would ap-

pear on the ballot.   I 

voted YES  to hold this 

over until next session so 

ballot language could be 

reworked. 

This week I chaired the 

hearings on SB 314 an 

economic development 

act.   This would al-

low  for $125M in bond-

ing authority for im-

provements and moderni-

zation at the Goodyear 

plant in Topeka.  The 

Bonds for Topeka Goodyear Plant  

bonds would be repaid 

through a portion of em-

ployee withholdings.  The 

purpose of the bill is to 

provide incentive to keep 

jobs and investment dol-

lars in Topeka rather than 

losing them to Japan.      



Late in the week this 

week, a bill that had been 

lying dormant in Senate 

Federal and State Affairs 

Committee was resur-

rected and brought out of 

Committee in a surprising 

vote to send it to the Sen-

ate floor. Senate Bill 169 

is "An Act concerning the 

Kansas Act Against Dis-

crimination; relating to 

sexual orientation; gender 

identity..." which would 

amend K.S.A. 44-1001, 

K.S.A. 44-1002, K.S.A. 

44-1004, K.S.A. 44-1006, 

K.S.A. 44-1009, K.S.A. 

44- 1015, K.S.A. 44-

1016, K.S.A. 44-1017, 

K.S.A. 44-1027, K.S.A. 

44-1030, and K.S.A. 

2008 Supplement 44-

1005, repealing the exist-

ing sections. 

While many think this 

would be a good piece of 

legislation, I have several 

concerns with it. First and 

foremost would be the 

Kansas Act Against Discrimination  
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Terry Tomlinson of Lenexa, 

in town presenting a pro-

posal regarding land use 

of the Sunflower Ammuni-

tion Plan in De Soto 

Olathe Salvation Army Offi-

cials 

definition of "sexual ori-

entation" and "gender 

identity". Sexual Orienta-

tion is an umbrella term 

for numerous sexual be-

h a v i o r s ,  i nc l ud i n g 

paraphilias. There are 

over 20 behaviors listed 

by the American Psychi-

atric Association in re-

gard to "sexual orienta-

tion" which include pedo-

philia, voyeurism, public 

display of genitals, and 

many others which 

should concern all of us 

for very obvious reasons. 

In addition, I believe all 

Kansans are already pro-

tected against violence by 

current laws. Our laws 

and our Constitution pro-

tect all Americans now; 

they do not specifically 

address these behaviors 

[homosexual, bisexual, 

and transsexual] because 

they are behaviors - not 

immutable characteristics 

that cause economic dep-

rivation and powerless-

ness...which is what the 

Act against discrimina-

tion is all about! 

This would be like giving 

special class rights to 

those who lived with their 

partner instead of choos-

ing to marry, or like giv-

ing special rights to those 

who are married to oppo-

site sex partners. Where 

does it end? All of us are 

already protected under 

current law. To protect 

one type of lifestyle over 

another in this way would 

be like choosing one type 

of teacher (i.e., a science 

teacher) and giving them 

special protection and 

privilege over any other 

type of teacher. 

I am encouraging our 

Senate Leadership to 

keep this bill from being 

heard and debated on the 

Senate floor.  

Judiciary Committee Update  

The Senate Judiciary 

Committee continued to 

conduct hearings on sev-

e r a l  b i l l s  t h i s 

week.  Among those 

were; HB 2060 on battery 

on a law enforcement of-

ficer, HB 2096 regarding 

the electronic solicitation 

of children 14 to 16 years 

of age, HB 2098 adding 

aggravated trafficking 

and electronic solicitation 

to the Kansas Rape 

Shield Law, SB 279 con-

cerning DUIs and manda-

tory minimum sentences 

for involuntary man-

slaughter, and SB 280 on 

suspending or restricting 

driving privileges for 

people under the age of 

21 who fail a drug or al-

cohol test.   



Members of the KS Veteri-

nary Association visiting 

on issues effecting busi-

ness practice for Veteri-

nary Doctors in KS. 

This week in House Social Services Budget Committee there was a hearing in re-

gard to an issue with extraordinary funding for a Medicaid service provider in 

Johnson County. I attended and testified in this committee hearing. 

Earlier in the session, it was brought to my attention that Community Living Op-

portunities (CLO) had recently received an allocation from SRS of approximately 

$713,000 annually for an indefinite period of time to cover the 43 people they 

served. There were an additional 10 people who had been on their waiting list who 

were funded as well. 

As I stated in my last newsletter, I am not challenging the effectiveness or worthi-

ness of the services that CLO provides. They serve a specific niche within the dis-

ability community. What I am concerned with is the action of SRS Secretary Don 

Jordan being harmful to the other service providers who donôt have the opportunity 

or political connections to access this money. This appears to be about political cro-

nyism and special treatment. 

There were five major issues in my mind that needed to be disclosed. They were: 

1) A possible violation of contract 

2) Administrative Funds being used for State and Federal Medicaid services 

3) Why that Specific Service Provider 

4) Political Connections and preferential treatment 

5) Decisions being made behind closed doors, without full disclosure to 

other disability service providers. 

This action raised both fiscal and political issues that need to be resolved, and 

hopefully not repeated in this manner. 

In my testimony I asked that several questions be answered. They were: 

¶ Was the way this payment handled bad policy? 

¶ How then do we deal with others who did not receive these same extraor-

dinary fund monies? 

¶ Does the Secretary of SRS have the authority to go outside of contractual 

agreement and choose to fund Medicaid recipients monies from OUT-

SIDE of state and federal Medicaid dollars? And additionally, sweep 

funds from an administrative account to a select group? 

¶ Can this be mediated? Too many people are aware of the situation for 

nothing to be done. 

These were questions that were not satisfactorily answered during this hearing.  My 

full testimony will be available on my website after Monday, if you wish to access 

it.  

Medicaid Service Provider Funding Issues  
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Johnson County Parks and 

Recreation Department 

along with Emporia State 



SB 238 makes many 

changes to the Womanôs 

Right to Know Act.  The 

Act requires additional 

information to be pro-

vided by a physician to a 

woman before an abortion 

is performed.  Among the 

additions is the require-

ment that physicians pro-

vide pregnant women with 

the opportunity to hear the 

Womanõs Right to Know Act 

unborn childôs heartbeat 

or view an ultrasound of 

the unborn child at least 

30 minutes prior to the 

procedure.  Physicians 

are also required, by the 

bill, to meet with each 

woman for no less than 

30 minutes prior to an 

abortion to answer ques-

tions and provide infor-

mation about the proce-
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dure.  Documentation of 

a physicianôs diagnosis 

that continuing a preg-

nancy will cause substan-

tial and irreversible harm 

to a woman or other rea-

soning for terminating a 

pregnancy must be on file 

for a minimum of 10 

years. SB 238 passed 32 

to 6 on Tuesday, March 

17, 2009. 

Assessment and 

Taxation 

Committee 

Update  

The Senate Assessment 

and Taxation Committee 

met on Wednesday, 

March 11 and Thursday, 

March 12, to hold hear-

ings on HB 2321 and SB 

244.  House bill 2321 

proposes including the 

horse thief reservoir 

benefit district to the 

Kansas Retailers Sales 

Tax Act.  The bill passed 

out of committee and is 

up for consideration by 

the Senate.  SB 244 con-

cerns businesses eligible 

for funds from the federal 

stimulus. 

This week the Senate 

Commerce committee 

held hearings on HB 

2260, the Kansas Home 

Inspectors Professional 

Competence and Finance 

Farmers Insurance employees from District 9 visiting the Senate 

Floor 

Responsibility Act.  In 

addition, a hearing was 

held on HB 2270 regard-

ing the apportionment of 

business incomes. 

Commerce Committee Update  

Chris Dvorak, son of Kent 

and Carrie Dvorak f De 

Soto in Topeka for Associ-

ated Student Government 

Day.  Chris is Senator of 

the association and repre-

sents the Teacherõs Col-

lege. 

Lee Wright of Farmers dur-

ing Farmers Day in Topeka 
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Senator Julia Lynn is in her second term in the Kansas Senate. 

Prior to serving the Kansas citizens of the 9th District, Julia was adjunct 

professor at Penn Valley Community College teaching Therapeutic Commu-

nications in the Medical Office Program and an entrepreneur establishing 

start-up business in sales development, personal branding for women execu-

tives, and developed the advertising and sales program for KU Medical Cen-

ter's physician magazine. 

She has over 25 years experience in health care marketing and public rela-

tions working for Salina Regional Medical Center, St. Luke's Hospital Foun-

dation, and Medical Center of Independence. She consulted nationally in 

Chicago for well-known entrepreneur KE Peterson. 

After receiving her BA in Political Science from KU, Julia worked in 

Topeka for Secretary of State Jack Brier.  Julia has been married to her hus-

band Jeff for 20 years. They have two children, one in Olathe Northwest 

High School and one a freshman at Kansas State University.  The Lynnôs are 

members of Colonial Presbyterian Church. 
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Email  Julia@SenatorJuliaLynn.com  

Facebook (www.facebook.com)  Julia Lynn  

Twitter (www.twitter.com)  senatorlynn  

Flickr (www.flickr)  senatorlynn  

YouTube (www.youtube.com)  SenatorLynn  

Serving the People of the 9th District 
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