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After an extremely busy and fast 3 week break back in District 9 I am preparing to 

return to Topeka next week for the ñWrap Up Sessionò and hopefully ñSine Dieò.  

I have been everywhere in the District meeting and talking to constituents at cham-

ber events, legislative forums,  in neighborhoods, at schools,  hospitals, and social 

service agencies.   I believe this time in the district is like a breath of ñfresh airò af-

ter having been in Topeka for 3 long months this winter!  Itôs a great way for me to 

center myself and carry the perspective of my district back to Topeka for the final 

session. 

We face some of the most  major budget  challenges in the history of the state when 

we return.  As our revenues continue to decline we are faced with a 328M deficit 

and will need to find budget cuts across the board at 5-7% for all agencies or choose 

to raise taxes with a smaller hit on state agency budgets.  I am not fond of either 

choice.  My intention is to resist any and  all attempts  to raise taxes on individuals, 

families and business in an economy where many are being laid off and  down-sized 

and business is down 25-40% statewide.    We simply either need to ask government 

to do less or to raise taxes to fund what we have in place. 

Please let me know of your ideas and suggestions as I go back to represent you in 

the Senate Chamber. 

All my Best- 

Julia     

UPCOMING PULIC SCHEDULE  

Monday April 27ðLandon Lecture Se-

ries featuring General David Petraeus, 

Kansas State University 

Tuesday April 28ðOlathe Public 

Schools Foundation Scholarship Recep-

tion, Ball Conference Center 

Wednesday April 29-May 1ð Senate in 

Session, Topeka, KS Professional Engineers from Johnson County 

hosting a Johnson County Delegation Lunch 



SB 19 authorizes prosecutors, while en-
gaged in the duties of their employment, 

to carry a concealed firearm and exempts 

them from the crime of discharging a fire-

arm.  Prosecutors included in the bill in-
clude the U.S. Attorney or Assistant U.S. 

Attorney for Kansas, the Kansas Attorney 

General or Assistant Attorney General, 
any district or county attorney and assis-

tant district or county attorney. 

The bill allows county commissions to 

prohibit the provisions of SB 19 by pass-

ing a resolution if the courthouse and court
-related facilities have adequate security to 
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ensure that no weapons are allowed into 
the facilities, adequate storage and secu-

rity for legal weapons, if the county has a 

policy or regulation requiring law en-
forcement officers to secure and store 

their firearms upon entering the facilities, 

and a sign posted at each entrance show-

ing that concealed firearms are prohib-

ited. 

Prosecutors are required to obtain and 

maintain concealed carry training and 

licensure at their own expense.  I voted 

aye. 

Promoting Employment Across Kansas Act  

This was the most important piece of leg-

islation passed out of Senate Commerce 

this year.  SB 97 enacts the Promoting 

Employment Across Kansas Act (PEAK) 

authorizing a diversion for employee 

withholding taxes under certain circum-

stances to qualified companies or third 

parties performing services on behalf of 

the companies.  Qualified companies in-

clude those companies who have relo-

cated their business to Kansas and have 

health insurance coverage for full-time 

employees for which they pay at least 50 

percent of the premium.  Bioscience com-

panies, gambling entities, religious or-

ganizations, retailers, and utilities are ex-

cluded from consideration as a qualifying 

company as are entities that are delin-

quent in non-protested tax payments and 

companies participating in other with-

holding tax diversion programs. 

Companies that meet the above require-

ments and who locate in Douglas, John-

son, Sedgwick, Shawnee, or Wyandotte 

counties and who hire at least 10 new em-

ployees within two years, or who locate 

in a non-metropolitan county and who 

hire at least five new employees within 

two years are eligible to retain 95 percent 

of the new employee taxes for five to 

seven years as long as the employees are 

compensated at a rate equal or greater 

than the average county wage.  High Im-

pact Projects that employ a minimum of 

100 new employees in a five year period 

qualify for withholding tax diversions of 

95 percent for seven to 10 years as long 

as the employees are compensated at a 

rate equal or greater than the average 

county wage. 

Qualified companies must submit agree-

ment applications for the diversion pro-

gram to the Secretary of Commerce who 

must conduct an annual review of the ac-

tivities undertaken by the companies. 

The conference committee report for SB 

97 was approved by the Senate 37 to 0 

and by the House 124 to 1.  I voted aye. 

Randy and Deb Tosh hosted 

the Australian Ambassador 
at their home.  Randy is 

the Kansas City Manager for 
the Australian Trade Com-

mission. 

Terry Tomlinson of Lenexa 

presented a proposal re-
garding the land use of The 

Sunflower Ammunition Plant 
in De Soto. 
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Civil Forfeiture of Assets  

SB 28 adds unlawful conduct of cock-
fighting, unlawful possession of cock-

fighting paraphernalia, unlawful conduct 

of dog fighting, unlawful possession of 

dog fighting paraphernalia, prostitution, 
promoting prostitution, and patronizing a 

prostitute to the list of criminal offenses 

that can lead to civil forfeiture of assets.  
This was included in my original cock-

fighting bill and forfeiture clauses were 

folded into SB 28 along with the prostitu-
tion language that I carried on the Senate 

floor.  I voted aye. 

KS Power of Attorney Act  

Anyone who has elderly parents or is 
assisting individuals with mental or 

physical disabilities will be helped by SB 

45.    This bill amends the Kansas Power 

of Attorney Act by authorizing the prin-
cipal who is physically unable to sign a 

power of attorney document but who is 

competent to expressly designate an 
adult to sign the principalôs name on the 

document in the presence of a notary 

public.  Additionally, the bill requires 
attorneys acting as a power of attorney to 

keep a record of receipts, disbursements, 

and transactions made on behalf of the 

individual.  This is an important bill for 
those with elderly parents.  The confer-

ence committee report for SB 45 was 

approved by the Senate 40 to 0 and by 

the House 123 to 0.  I voted aye. 

Kelsey Smith Act  

HB 2126 enacts the Kelsey Smith Act 
requiring wireless telecommunication 

carriers to provide information about the 

location of a telecommunications device 

if requested by a law enforcement 
agency in an emergency situation that 

could result in death or serious physical 

harm.  The Kansas Bureau of Investiga-
tion (KBI) is required in the bill to obtain 

the contact information for all wireless 

telecommunications carriers doing busi-
ness in Kansas and distribute it when 

update or on a quarterly basis to public 

safety answering points.  The conference 

committee report for HB 2126 was ap-
proved 39 to 0 and by the House 125 to 

0.  Kelsey Smithôs family was present in 

the chamber for debate and final action 

votes.  I voted aye. 

Olathe Chamber Coffee 

Kansas Postsecondary Education Savings Program  

SB 225 indefinitely extends the Kansas 
Postsecondary Education Savings Pro-

gram.  The bill allows the State Treasurer 

to approve, on a first come, first served 

basis, no more than 300 applications per 
congressional district for participating in 

the Savings Program.  If a congressional 

district has less than 300 applications, 
applications from other districts can be 

approved.  The bill authorizes the state to 
match, on a dollar for dollar basis, par-

ticipant contributions of between $100 

and $600. 

The conference committee report for SB 

225 was approved by the Senate 39 to 0 

and by the House 106 to 8.  I voted aye. 

SHARP women from the 

Girl Scouts of America. 

Chris Dvorak, son of Kent 

and Carrie Dvorak of De 
Soto was in Topeka for As-

sociated Student Govern-
ment Day.  He is a Senator 

of the association and 
represents the Teacher's 

College. 




